
COVID-19

Guidelines
Please wear a mask while in any line.
Wear your mask when approaching a canopy.
Please sanitize your hands before and after
using the restroom.
Wear your mask when in close proximity to
anyone outside your group.
Please sanitize your hands before purchasing
or handling merchandise or refreshments.
You do not need to wear a mask while walking
around.
Masks are available at ticketing booths.

HSLB follows local and

national safety protocols



Know Before You Go

 

Where do I check in?
Volunteer check-in happens at Sunnyside Cemetery under the large
tent. 

Yes, these are two Cemeteries—Long Beach Municipal and
Sunnyside. Municipal Cemetery at 1151 E. Willow St. is along Orange
Ave and is owned by the City of Long Beach. 

Sunnyside Cemetery is at 1095 E. Willow St. and was historically a
private cemetery. It has recently been acquired by the City and will
be operated as a public space by the Parks, Recreation, and Marine
division.

What happens at the Gravesides? 
Actors tell the stories of the people who are buried in the cemetery.
Each presentation is around 10 minutes. The presentations are
scheduled every 20 minutes from 9 until 2:40. (9, 9:20, 9:40, 10, etc.)

How can I identify volunteer helpers? 
Volunteers are encouraged to wear black bottoms, white shirts, and
either their own hat or one of our bowler hats. 

Where do the proceeds from the tour go? 
Funds collected go toward producing the tour including rentals,
stipends paid to actors, a few staff salaries, refreshments for
volunteers and staff, and marketing the event. Anything extra goes to
support the HSLB’s mission to preserve and promote local history.

Where do the stories come from? 
The story scripts are the result of years of research and skilled script
writing by Kaye Briegel, Craig Hendricks, Karen Harper, and Roxanne
Patmor. The stories are the non-fiction accounts of people who are
buried in the two cemeteries. We recruit professional actors to
perform the stories. Carl daSilva is our artistic director and coaches
our actors.

For more information contact: Julie Bartolotto, HSLB Executive Director: (562) 424-2220 or 
     Roxanne Patmor: (562) 338-3168
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Cemetery History

The oldest marker we know of is Milton
Neece, age 17, from 1878 although it’s
possible that wooden markers have been
lost to time and the elements. 

The first people buried in Municipal
Cemetery were workers from the Bixby
ranch.

Oil was discovered in 1921 on Signal Hill
including under the cemetery.

Early record keepers here often couldn’t
read or write, and that influenced the
quality of the information recorded.

HSLB completed a project to rehouse the
records and maps at Sunnyside Cemetery
which were in disarray. Dedicated
volunteers researched and reconstructed
the cemetery records so there now exists a
list of all the known plots and names of
those buried here.

The city didn’t want to expand, so it sold
the fifteen-acre property (now Sunnyside
Cemetery) to a private company, the “Long
Beach Cemetery Association.”  

The first Sunnyside burial was in 1907.

Our mission is to connect people to the past and
to the place they live by collecting, preserving,
and exhibiting the material history of Long
Beach. Through our programs and services, we
help develop an inclusive community narrative
that gives residents a greater understanding of
their role in the story of their neighborhood and
their city.

Founded in 1962 by a coalition of community
leaders and activists, the HSLB began collecting
the material history of Long Beach, including
maps, photographs, advertising, and other
documents that chronicle the City. For more than
30 years the organization was staffed entirely by
volunteers. During this time, the HSLB published
books with historical photographs on a variety of
local topics including the Pike and the 1933
earthquake.

The HSLB has been located at 4260 Atlantic
Avenue since securing a long-term tenancy in
2007. Here we are able to accept large historical
collections and adequately store them in a
basement vault and archive on the main floor.
We participate in the local First Fridays art walk,
hold rotating exhibitions, have generous space
for researchers, and offer diverse projects and
programs

First tour held in 1995
Created by Barbara Barnes, the president
of the HSLB, and Claudine Burnett 
History of Sunnyside Foundation and
Municipal Cemeteries researched from
obituaries and cross checked with the
spotty burial records
Year 1: Board members read from scripts
and walked people from one grave to the
next  
The first tour was free, and it rained. 
Year 2: Docents stayed at the gravesites
and the tour-goers circulated
Later Years: Docents wore costumes and
some acted, eventually transitioning to all
costumed folks who acted 
 Teamed up with the Long Beach
Playhouse  
Now we work with artistic director, Carl
daSilva who coaches the actors on the
stories
Historians Kaye Briegel, Karen Harper, and
Craig Hendricks conduct research  
Roxanne Patmor turns the research into
scripts.





Parking
Willow Springs Park

(@Orange Ave.)

Sunnyside Cemetery 
(Limited parking in the

circle)

Additional Street
parking available in

neighborhood
*Please follow all city
regulations and be

courteous of
businesses

Accessibility 
drop-off area 

available at Sunnyside

Ride share drop-off
available on California

Ave.







Media

 

Past coverage of 
Historical Society of Long Beach

HSLB on Facebook

HSLB on Instagram

YouTube

https://hslb.org/press-release/
https://www.facebook.com/hslb.LB/
http://nstagram.com/historicalsocietyoflongbeach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sTuCkDdyPg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3PSi8Wprdak
https://hslb.org/press-release/
https://hslb.org/press-release/
https://hslb.org/press-release/
https://www.facebook.com/hslb.LB/
http://nstagram.com/historicalsocietyoflongbeach/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HistoricalsocietyLB/featured


Thank you to all who make the Cemetery Tour happen!


